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Students get creative at Fall Fest
Grace Venhuizen
Editor

Blank sugar cookies, trays of
fall colored frosting, canisters
of sprinkles, and plastic
pumpkins full of candy lined a
long table in the Campus Center
last Friday night. Nearby, 15
round tables covered in plastic
wrap attracted pumpkin carvers
from all across campus. The
knives flashed, the orange guts
flew, and imagination reigned.
Student Activities Committee
(SAC) member Pam Schutt
estimates 200-250 students
participated in Fall Fest’s
pumpkin carving contest and
cookie decorating put on by the
Student Activities Committee.
A bonfire was planned to finish
the night, but was canceled due
to the weather.
Schutt said the committee
picked 95 pumpkins from the
pumpkin patch on Dordt’s
farm just outside Sioux
Center. Eighty were carved.
Prizes were awarded in three
categories: Scariest Pumpkin,
Most Detailed, and Most
Creative. A group of four

Above: Joanna Bevaart, Lisa Veurink, and Nicole Ongna
proudly show off their pumpkin creation.
Right: Mike Oltoff and Joel Schiebout carefully carve their rendition of “Jack Skellington” from “The Nightmare Before Christmas.” Photos by Grace Venhuizen

students – one from each grade
judged the entries.
Joel Schiebout and Mike
Olthoff won the “Scariest”
title with their rendition
of Tim Burton’s character
“Jack Skellington” from The
Nightmare Before Christmas.
The “Most Detailed” prize
went to an intricate carving of
an eyeball by Peter Teeuwsen,
Travis Nykamp, Nathan Van
Essen and Matt Kroll. And

Kevin De Groot, Aaron Coon
and Graham Campbell took
home “Most Creative” with
their imitation of a 3D ship.
Even though she didn’t take
home a prize, Emily Huston
said she enjoys the tradition
of the event. “It’s a fun fall
activity,” Huston said. “It’s a
homey thing to do.”
Schutt agrees. “I like the
tradition and we usually get a
really good turnout,” she said.

Interim
discussed
at
Dordt
Committee considers adding courses to current requirements
Chelsey Munneke
Staff Writer
Interim at Dordt? The rumors
are circling.
Last spring the Academic
Senate appointed a committee
to explore whether Dordt should
consider an interim program.
Hubert Krygsman, history
professor and an Associate
Provost, is the chair of this
committee and says there is a lot
of research yet to be done.
There are many factors that
must be considered when
implementing
an
interim
program. Since most interims
take place in January, Dordt
would have to consider how the
program would affect activities
such as choir tour, athletics, and
AMOR.
The committee also needs to
discuss what kinds of courses
would be available during the
interim period.
Some institutions offer creative

classes that are more hobby- semester, plus interim credit.
“Lighter semester loads could
focused. This can benefit
students by offering them a potentially allow students to
chance to study topics that they learn more,” Krygsman said.
The committee is taking a
wouldn’t normally have the
opportunity to study. If this was look at other institutions to help
the case, credits would not count weigh the pros and cons of the
toward CORE requirements or program. In the near future they
plan to hold discussion times
toward a major.
Other institutions offer courses to get the opinions of students
and faculty.
that
would
Krygsman
fulfill academic
“We want to give it said he didn’t
requirements.
consideration, think interim
It could, for serious
be
example,
be but it is far too early to would
a chance for decide whether we would implemented
until the spring
students
to
go
for
an
interim
or
not.”
of 2012, if at
receive crossall.
cultural credit
“We want to give it serious
on a trip abroad.
The biggest issue that consideration, but it is far too
surrounds interim is deciding early to decide whether we
what would be done with course would go for an interim or not,”
loads. Traditionally, students Krygsman said.
take an average of five classes
each semester. Questions arise
about whether or not Dordt For some student opinons on
would encourage students to interim, see the picture poll on
cut down to four classes per page 4.

“It’s an easy event [for SAC] to
throw. It’s on campus and we
don’t have to rent anything.”
Students from every grade
level were represented said
Schutt, who had fun seeing the
whole campus come together.
She may not have carved a
pumpkin, but Schutt said she
“enjoyed seeing everyone
working and the rush to get
pumpkins finished.”
Roommates Nicole Ongna,

Joanna Bevaart and
Lisa Veurink created
a face with a mouth
made of “cell phone
bars and holding a cell
phone” Bevaart said.
The
technological
face also featured
a windmill on the
opposite side.
The experience
was new to Bevaart,
who attended Fall
Fest for the first
time this year. “I’ve
never done pumpkin
carving before. I
thought it would be
fun,” she said.
Ongna said the
cookies helped draw
her in. Her creativity showed
in the frosting decoration – a
combination of green and gold
spread across the cookie. “What
better way to show my love and
devotion than to decorate the
cookie with [Packer] colors?”
Ongna laughed.
This Friday night, SAC will
celebrate fall one more time
with a costume dance in the
Grille from 9-12pm.

H1N1 on campus unconfirmed, still probable

Ashlee Stallinga
Editor
There haven’t been many confirmed cases of H1N1, but that
doesn’t mean that the illness isn’t widespread on campus.
According to Bethany Schuttinga, Associate Provost, high costs
related to testing for H1N1 dictate that after three confirmed cases
in an area, the CDC stops testing for it. As a result, no one is exactly
sure how many students at Dordt have been affected.
One thing is sure, however: H1N1 and other spreading seasonal
illnesses are taking a toll on extra-curricular activities.
The theatre department cancelled its Wednesday showing of
“Caucasian Chalk Circle” because actors were affected by the flu.
On Thursday, Director Teresa Ter Haar took on the role of an actor
who was too sick to perform. The full cast made it on stage for the
start of Friday’s performance, but Ter Haar stepped in again after
intermission to fill in for an actor who couldn’t continue.
The athletic department has not escaped the epidemic’s effects
either, with many teams facing “significant illness,” according to
HPER employees. They’re not sure if all of the stricken athletes
are fighting H1N1, but they did report that there has been one confirmed case on the men’s soccer team. The circling sickness concerns coaches who are preparing for a run at Nationals.
Campus Health Services was too swamped to comment on the
situation, but that fact essentially speaks for itself.
Classes have been missing a few students, but according to an
informal poll of the Registrar’s office and business department, it is
a small percentage. Does this mean that Dordt students are just that
dedicated to their studies? Perhaps not.
Business professor Gary Vander Plaats reports a student or two
missing from his 8:00 class. “But I think that has more to do with
the time than the flu,” he said.
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Theater group explores Austistic mind
Jonathan Posthuma
Staff Writer
Mixed Blood Theatre
brought autism to the BJ
Haan stage Monday, and to a
diverse audience of students,
faculty
and
community
members, when it presented
a short show called “Theory
of Mind.”
The Minneapolis-based
theatre
group
dedicates
itself to performing shows
about
underrepresented
communities.
Dordt was
the group’s premiere show
for “Theory of Mind” in a
four-week tour of Midwest
colleges.
The show both challenged
and humored audience as it
centered on a single evening
in the life of a young man
named Bill. As the show
unfolds,
the
audience
discovers that Bill has
Asperger’s Syndrome, a type
of autism.
Publications for the event
explain how Bill struggles
with this syndrome in the
way he relates to the world

Bill (far right) asks the parking attendant to wait a minute while he searches for his reserve
parking pass. Photo by Grace Venhuizen
around him: “Equipped with
scholastic brilliance, but
low emotional intelligence;
keen self-awareness, yet an
inability to read social cues;
and a charming directness;

he is also uncertain about
relationships, anxious about
dating, and prone to taking
everything he hears literally.”
The show starts with Bill
picking up Hilo, the girl he

Students make splash for poverty
Movie in the All Seasons Center to raise funds for digital media trip to Kenya
Jurgen Boerema
Staff Writer
If watching sharks approach while floating in water
isn’t your idea of a good time,
12 creative Dordt students are
hoping to change your mind.
Jaws, the Steven Spielberg classic, will be shown
tomorrow, Oct. 30, in the pool
area of the All Seasons Center to help the aforementioned
group get to Nairobi, Kenya,
where they plan to shoot footage of slums to raise awareness of global poverty.
But they need some help
from movie-goers to get there.
It costs three dollars to see the
movie and another four to see
the movie with a provided flotation device, which the pur-

chaser can keep.
“There’s a lot of excitement about it. It’s a unique
idea and I don’t think it’s
been done before,” Mark
Volkers, professor of Digital
Media, said.
Volkers took most of the
group last year to the Philippines for a similar project.
The footage from the previous project and the upcoming
one goes toward promotional
videos for non-profit organizations such as Christian Reformed World Missions.
“I think it will be interesting to see the differences
in two experiences,” Piper
Kucera, a Digital Media Production major, said.
The event starts at ten and
ends at midnight. Bring as

many people as possible - just
watch for incoming fins.
For more information on the
Slum Film Documentary,
contact Mark Volkers or visit
slumdoc.com.

Check out the team’s
next fundraiser:
Travelogue with a Twist!
On November 14,
in the B.J. Haan,
Mark Volkers and the
students will present
slum footage from the
previous two trips
as well as a preview
of where the team
will be filming
this winter.

FINALLY, THE
WORKOUT FACILITY
YOU’VE BEEN
LOOKING FOR!

loves, for an intended “date.”
He plans to take Hilo to a
concert of his favorite band.
Hilo, who claims Bill only as
a “friend,” has always known
Bill was different, though she

doesn’t know why. She tries
to help him feel confident in
himself and keep him coming
to fellowship meetings at her
church.
After driving to the concert,
losing the tickets, and having
to sit outside to listen, Bill
explains how his life with
Asperger’s Syndrome is a
metaphor. He says, “I can
hear the music, but I’m not
part of the concert.”
“Theory of Mind” was
not only a commentary
addressing
Asperger’s
Syndrome, but also a critique
of society, a challenge of
faith, and a comedy. The
audience was not afraid to
laugh, but also listened and
cared about the lives of the
characters. Attendance and
spirits were high during and
after the performance. Most
audience members stayed for
questions following the show
when the actors explained
a little bit more about their
characters.
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Yoghurt Hoek – Small Frozen Yoghurt
Sundae - $1.79
Enjoy fruit, nut & granola toppings.
America’s Healthiest Frozen Yoghurt.
(no expiration)

• No contracts, no hassles, no risk.
Pay affordable prices month-to-month
Snap Fitness		
1921 S Main Ave
(712)722-2594
www.snapfitness.com

• Always open and nearby.
Work out 24 hours a day, 365 days a
year in a clean, safe and secure environment
STUDENT RATES AVAILABLE
Join now and
pay NO Enrollment Fee

Koffie Coupon - $1 off any (16
oz or larger) Latte, Cappucino
or Caramel Macchiatto.
(no expiration)
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Writing to save student grant SYMPOSIUM UPDATE
Ashlee Stallinga

Symposium unanimously approved a funding request
from the Sioux Falls Prison Ministries Club. The
club requested $150 to pay for the gas it requires to
transport roughly five to 15 students to Sioux Falls
on Fridays, for a worship service with the inmates
there.

Editor
Budget cuts made by the
State of Iowa in November
could cost in-state students
their Iowa Tuition Grant.
Dordt students joined a statewide letter-writing campaign
to help ensure those cuts do
not happen.
The Iowa Tuition Grant is
a $4000 grant given to Iowa
students who choose a private college within the state.
John Baas, Vice President
for College Advancement,
gathered Dordt students who
are residents of Iowa in the
Grille on Oct. 19, where they
wrote letters to their respective state senators and representatives.
The letters thanked the congressmen for their service,
explained how important
the grant was, and encouraged them to fight to keep the
grant, despite tough economic times and a tight budget.
“That grant means $4000
of money I don’t have to
make up somewhere else,”

***
Barb Hoekstra, a professor in the Gen 300 class,
discussed with Symposium ideas for the diversity
forum Symposium is currently working on, created
in response to a video shown in that class.
Iowa students Brittney Kajer, Sarah Franje, Kelsey Reitsma, and Jessica
Wesselius write letters to their state congressmen, encouraging them
to fight for the $4000 Iowa Tuition Grant. Photo by Ashlee Stallinga.

said Steph Goslinga, who
decided to write letters after
hearing about the possible
cuts.
“Without the Iowa tuition
grant, I don’t know if I’d
be at Dordt,” said Brittney
Kajer. “Even though I’m a
senior, I want to make sure
it’s available to students in
the future.”
And she wasn’t the only
senior who felt this way.
“The Iowa tuition grant is a

great opportunity and should
be supported in every way
possible,” said Travis Van
Holland. “I’d like to see the
freshmen receive it.”
Baas collected 42 letters,
and planned to contact four
more students—each writing
two letters—to bring the total
up to 50. He mailed the letters last week to ensure they
would get to the congressmen
by Nov. 1, before the budget
discussion begins.

Symposium wishes the forum to be both insightful
and useful, and applicable to the whole campus.
A sub-committee was formed to further discuss the
issue.
Any questions, comments, opinions or suggestions
about the upcoming diversity forum are openly welcomed by the Symposium sub-committee.
They may be e-mailed to any Symposium member,
or brought to Alvin and Troy during open office
hours.

(compiled by Ashlee Stallinga)

Dordt freshmen overworked? Commons creates sense of home

Compared to other colleges, freshman have heavy workload
Adrian Hielema
Staff Writer

less challenge compared
to other institutions.

• Dordt
freshmen
are
Freshmen overworked?
much
less
involved
According
to
recently
in community service
released statistics, they just
than their peers at other
might be.
colleges.
This
also
The National Survey of
reverses at the senior
Student Engagement (also
level.
known as NSSE) is an
annual student survey that • Dordt freshmen write far
more short papers (of less
“collects information from
than five pages).
first-year and senior students
about student behaviors and • Dordt freshmen are given
institutional features.”
significantly more reading
Over 367,318 students
assignments.
participated
•
Dordt
in the 2009
s
t
u
d
e
n
ts,
s t u d y , “Freshmen report
especially
r e s p o n d i n g a higher academic
seniors,
are
to questions
challenge. This more likely
about student
to attend arts
w o r k l o a d , reverses over four
events
and
s p i r i t u a l years, with seniors
participate in
engagement,
reporting less
physical fitness
a
n
d
activities.
challenge”
community
•D o r d t ’ s
interaction,
weakest areas, relative to
among many others.
other institutions, were
Near the end of last year,
Active and Collaborative
Dordt freshmen and seniors
Learning (which measures
were asked to complete
student engagement in
the survey, and the results
thinking and learning
were then compared to
both inside and outside
other Christian colleges and
the
classroom)
and
universities across the nation.
Enriching
Educational
Compared to their peers at
Experiences
(hands-on
other institutions:
learning experiences and
• Dordt freshmen report
opportunities to engage
a
higher
academic
others
from
diverse
challenge. This reverses
backgrounds).
over four years, with
Dordt seniors reporting

Carrie Foods hopes to incorporate “family” recipes into current menus
Jenny Borger
Guest Writer

Imagine this: Mom’s
homemade stringy casserole,
grandma’s delicious potato
salad, and key lime pie for
dessert.
Students may soon be
seeing their favorite dishes
from home on the menu in
the Commons.
This year, Carrie Foods
is allowing students to bring
recipes to the dining hall,
in an effort to make students
feel more at home while at
Dordt. Being away from
home for a majority of the
year does bring about some
homesickness,
especially
when it comes to mom’s
good ol’ cooking.
“I really miss my mom’s
cheesy potatoes with corn
flakes on the top. I would
love to see them on the menu
here,” Jaclyn Droge said.
Students can call mom
and dad for their favorite
recipes and bring them to
the Commons. The head and
staff of Carrie Foods will
then try to incorporate the
recipes into their menu.
One idea that Carrie Foods
manager Jim Calkhoven had
was to have a “special” for
the student whose recipe
was used in the menu that
day. For example, the sign
by the serving line would

Students talk over lunch in the West Commons - which will soon be
adding a new rice cooker for student use. Photo by Grace Venhuizen.

say “(Insert your name here)
noon special.”
“We think that this would
be a new and fun way to help
students feel more at home,”
Calkhoven said.
Another change brought
about in the Commons was
made in hopes of making
international students feel
more at home.
A big white bag of
Jasmine Rice sat at the foot
of Calkhoven’s desk this
past week. This rice is to be
used in a new rice cooker,
the newest addition to the
Commons.
“I think that a rice cooker
would be put to very good
use here. A lot of students
will really enjoy it,” said
Teresa De Wit.

The new rice cooker
will be placed in the West
Commons serving line and
will be available for noon
and evening meals. It will
hopefully help bridge the gap
between here and home for
many international students.
“A lot of our international
students are accustomed
to eating rice with every
meal,” Calkhoven said. “So
for every noon and evening
meal we serve that doesn’t
incorporate rice, there will be
rice available to cook.”
The staff says service is their
overall goal. “Ultimately we
are here to serve you guys,
and we are always interested
in what you have to say,”
Calkhoven said.
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Dance fever sweeps across campus
Sonja Doty

Staff Writer
Caitlin Lenz is looking to
spread some dance fever this
flu season. The newly-created
Dance Class began last week
in an effort to bridge the gap
between dancers and those
who want to dance.
Lenz, a junior, said she
got the idea when the dance
club of her freshman year
ended because of graduating
seniors.
“I was really disappointed.
There was a dance team, but
nothing for those who wanted
to learn,” she said. “A lot of
people don’t like the idea of a
dance class because they find
it intimidating, but I want this
to be open for anyone who
hasn’t danced or wants to articulate what they do know.”
Erin Olson, professor of
social work, is the faculty
sponsor. According to her,

dance teams are not the same
as dance classes. “There are a
lot of people who may be curious about dance but it takes
a certain amount of bravery
to come [to dance teams],”
she said. “Hopefully, [dance
class] won’t be like that.”
The class will be focused
on combining fitness and
dance, said Lenz. “The first
half we’ll be warming up,
and the second half I’ll teach
dance steps.”
Most of the dance steps are
planned to be jazz and hiphop, although Lenz says she
may do specialty classes to
teach salsa or ballroom dancing if there is interest.
Professor Olson, who
helped to start the dance team,
said she’d give assistance, but
that “clubs should be studentled; it’s theirs to run. I don’t
want my opinion to get in the
way.”
“I wanted to see how many

Caitlin Lenz leads the class in learning hip-hop and jazz dance steps last Thursday night.
Photo by Naomi De Boer

people would be interested
[before starting it],” said
Lenz. “A lot said they had never danced before. I don’t want
people to think that [should]

New cafe offers different taste
Dordt graduates open Fruited Plains Cafe on Sioux Center’s Main Street

on the town.
De Vries managed a similar
Staff Writer
type of venue in Annapolis,
Maryland. He quickly points
With the rumored demise
out that the Fruited Plains Café
of Butler’s, some residents
is an excellent combination
of Sioux Center have
of his and his wife Rebecca’s
begun to fear that no classy
interests.
establishments will take hold
“We’ve been dreaming
in a town dominated by TVabout doing this for a
filled,
buffet-style
very long time,” said
restaurants.
“We’re trying to introduce
Rebecca, a CORE 100
Arriving just in
professor and Dordt
to Sioux Center a concept
the nick of time is the
grad as well.
Fruited Plains Café,
that’s
maybe
more
familiar
The Fruited Plains
a
bar/bakery/eatery
on the East or West Coast” Café is located across
under construction on
from the Co-op Gas
Main Street.
Station on Main Street,
The Café is the
brainchild of Laremy De salads, and at night the café in the old NAPA Auto Parts
Vries, one of the founders of will cease to be a coffee shop building. De Vries plans
the Humble Bean and a Dordt and serve beer, a selection of to open the store in early
wines, and appetizers for those December, just in time for the
grad.
“We’re trying to introduce hoping for a classier night out holidays.
Adrian Hielema

to Sioux Center a concept
that’s maybe more familiar on
the East or West Coast”, De
Vries said. “…to prove that we
can have good stuff too.”
The café will open early with
an array of baked goods for the
breakfast crowd. At lunch the
menu will switch to soups and

keeps them from coming. Everyone is welcome.”
Lenz says that the class is
open to male and female students, at any level of ability.

Classes are held from 8
to 9, Thursday nights, in the
Aerobics Room of the Rec
Center.

Dedicated professor recieves lounge
Vanessa Theel
Staff Writer
At the request of Dordt’s
education students, the new
lounge area on the second
floor of the classroom
building has been named the
“Bosma Lounge” in honor of
a former professor.
Cella Bosma was an
education
professor
influencing Dordt’s campus
for nine years. Her time was
cut short when she died of
cancer last spring.
The education department
held a dedication ceremony
on Oct. 16 to bring closure to
the family, friends, students
and faculty who were close to
Bosma. Dennis Vander Plaats,
professor of education, said
that the ceremony “honor[ed]
her memory and her gifts to

the college.”
Bosma’s life was full of love
for those around her. “She
would spend most of her time
chatting with students and
colleagues about education
and more importantly, about
life,” Becca Van Schepen said
at the dedication ceremony.
“It’s really a good idea
because she was such a
wonderful person…she had
a big impact on the students
and the Ed. Department,”
Tressa Brummel said as she
studied in the lounge.
For many students, Bosma
represented the face of the
education program. She was
committed to helping all of
her students with their studies
and how to live out what they
believe – which is what she
did to the fullest.

What are your thoughts about Dordt adding Interim?
“I would like it,
because it would
be easy.”
– Phil Feikema

“It would be cool if
opportunities were
available to study
abroad.”
– Lee Radde

“No…sounds boring! I would rather
be taking a variety of
classes.”
– Jason Hengeveld

“If trips were available,
that would be cool. But
we’re not sure how we
feel about change.”
– Dana Kuiper and
Carrie Vande Kamp

“I think it would be awesome! It would be nice
to have a break from
constant business and
enhance my skills
in one area.”
– Danielle De Boer
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Reality check:

Obama vs. Fox News

Dating Daze:

The Manufactured Man
Alyssa Hoogendoorn
Columnist
Last week I watched about
100 girls pour into the East
Hall Lobby to hear seven
guys give their answers to the
girls’ questions. After three
years of hearing how my guy
friends talk, I wondered—do
girls really want to know what
goes on inside a guy’s head?
Probably not.
Fortunately for the girls
that
attended,
Chocolate
Hour didn’t give an accurate
account of what guys are really
thinking.
I heard one couched, sugarcoated answer after another
and walked away feeling like I
should be a hopeless romantic,
longing after the manufactured
man—an ideal chivalrous
gentleman, an upstanding
citizen,
and
God-fearing
Christian.
The reality of the hookup
culture was left under the
covers, even though hanging
out, hooking up and dating
have morphed into a hazy
Venn diagram that needs to be
psychoanalyzed.
In a dating scene this
confusing, I’d like some
honesty. So I tried to find some.
I created a Chocolate Hour
simulation, complete with
my own “panel” of nine guy
friends and asked them the
girls’ questions.
Turns out, they were just
as tight-lipped as the guys who
were put under the pressure of
a roomful of girls.
Why is this?
These guys are known to
speak their mind—no matter
how crude the content may
be. But suddenly, they thought
twice about what they were
saying, because we weren’t
having a casual conversation.
They were being interrogated.
And I was writing it down.
The power of a girl’s
presence will make a guy less
proud of his sexual escapades
and more likely to try to fit into
her fantasy.
Get a guy with his buddies
and he’ll freely say what’s on
his mind. Give him a female
audience, and he’ll become
the manufactured man, telling
girls what they want to hear.

President Obama’s
decision to challenge the
Fox News Channel head-on
has reignited the debate over
Fox’s alleged conservative
bias. Obama’s advisors have
labeled Fox “not really a news
station.” Most liberals agree.
Most conservatives adore
Fox as the lone “fair and
balanced” voice in the
wilderness of the liberal
media. Whither reality?
In my opinion as a
conservative, Fox News
is very, very biased. I
would also submit that
most Fox News devotees
are aware of Fox’s
bias – and watch it for
that reason. It’s more
comfortable to watch a
network that shares your
views, so conservatives
naturally choose Fox
over the left-leaning
CNN and MSNBC.
This doesn’t necessarily
mean that Fox is trying to
conquer the world in the
name of Ronald Reagan. Like
every other TV network, Fox
News’ chief goal is to make
money. In the television
world, money equals ratings.
Fox has a powerful economic
incentive to provide a rightwing perspective. Fox has
found its niche market:
conservative TV viewers
who are sick of the liberal
slant they see on other
networks.
Now that Obama is in
office, Fox also has an

economic
incentive
to
take its opposition to his
presidency to an extreme.
There’s a reason Fox wooed
Glenn Beck away from CNN
with a multi-million dollar
contract last year.
According to TV analyst

Joel Veldkamp
Columnist
Andrew
Tyndall,
“The
Fox style of aggressive
commentary works best in
opposition.” Fox is hoping
to cash in on the Obama
presidency by turning itself
into the nation’s chief
opposition voice. Since the
Obama White House has now
called out Fox News directly,
I’d say Fox’s strategy is
working pretty well.
Of course, Fox is not
alone in this. MSNBC got
its ratings to soar during the

Bush years by giving liberal
angry-man Keith Olbermann
a show and turning itself into
the opposition network. But
when the economic interests
of
news
corporations
influence American politics
– and, worse yet, fragment
Americans into liberal
and conservative news
viewership blocs – we
have a very real problem.
As Christian citizens,
what can we do about
this? I’m not going to
call for a boycott of
Fox News, but we do
need to understand what
we’re getting when we
watch it. Fox News is
not fair and balanced
(and neither are CNN
or MSNBC). Neither is
it honest conservative
commentary.
It is a
product, targeted at
us, the consumer. We
should not let this product
tell us what to think, or even
what subjects to think about.
We need to judge it critically
as we watch.
We should also strive to
diversify ours news sources.
If we rely solely on Fox
News (or any other media
source), we are bound to
be influenced by its bias.
Conservatives should watch
MSNBC and read the New
York Times. Liberals should
watch Fox News on occasion.
Remember: knowledge
is power. Don’t let anyone
steal yours.

Alvin observes:

What is our Christian responsibility?
Do we have a greater
responsibility to the world
because we are Christians?
When we claim to have
a “special calling” to
act on any of the dozens
of issues that keep our
Christian minds awake
at night, do we attempt
to wake ourselves and
actually do something?
Do Muslims, Buddhists,
Taoists, Scientologists,
Jews and Mormons also
have a “special calling”
to live in a righteous
manner?
According to what it
means to be an individual citizen of the world,
are we really all that different?
OK, CORE 100 professors, I hear you. According
to our theological worldview, every righteous action we take is a conscious

contribution to the present
and coming Kingdom of
God.
Still, I would argue that

Alvin Shim
Columnist
every righteous action we
take should not be disassociated with the current reality of poverty, inadequate
education and political cor-

ruption.
We want to alleviate
these specific injustices
that plague our society.
Why? We do so because we hate injustice,
because we practice
compassion,
because
there is pain and suffering in the world and it is
in our identity, as (here
it comes!) called Christians to fight it.
Christians do not have
a monopoly on just and
compassionate action.
Moreover, I fear that
we are crippling our efforts if we continue to
self-righteously focus on
why only Christians can do
good in this world.
If this is so (and it isn’t),
shouldn’t conversion be
our highest priority for the
world?

Perceptive
Polly
Dear Polly,
I’m in over my head. I’m
falling behind in most of my
classes and might even be
failing a few. I’m really bad
at time management and find
myself watching pointless TV
shows or Facebooking until
late into the night instead of
doing my homework. I really
don’t want this semester to be
a waste and would rather get
credit than fail out.
Thanks,
Tired
Dear Tired,
First of all, you need sleep!
Even if it means putting off
an assignment even longer,
a good night’s rest can
guarantee a better next day.
Sleep deprivation is probably
your biggest problem, and
once you get this back on
track, your grades will likely
reflect that fact. Also, when it
comes to homework, try the
library. Find a desk in a corner,
turn off the wireless on your
laptop, and get to work.
Set time goals and rewards
for meeting them (five pages
of this paper done before
nine = one episode of my
favorite show). Avoid things
like Facebook until your
homework
is
completed
because they make it easy to
lose track of time. Making a
list at the beginning of the day
with all the things you need to
do is also a good idea.
Lastly, don’t be afraid of
your professors. If you go
to them and explain your
situation, they’ll probably help
you out. If they know you are
making an effort, they will be
less likely to fail you. BUT,
this means you need to go to
class and maybe even get a
tutor.
				
Get some sleep!			
Polly

Roommate Problems?
Relationship Issues?
Failing out of class?
Polly is here with
advice for it all! Send
your
questions to
diamond@dordt.edu,
and your questions
will be annonymous!

sports.
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team, new coach hoping for a stronger finish
Basketball preview: Men’s
Women prepared to battle for a spot in a tough GPAC
seniors, but we are going to have
some freshmen contributing significantly as well,” he said.
As the season approaches,
one of the team’s goals is to be
playing its best basketball come
February. The Defenders lost 10
or their last 14 games last season, finishing with a 15-14 record and putting them in a tough
spot going into conference tournament.
Douma hopes that will be different this year. “We really think
that we can peak at the right
time,” he said.

Sam Hart
Staff Writer

A new head coach and five
new players: perhaps this is just
what the Defenders men’s basketball team needs to make it to
the next level.
Ross Douma, the team’s new
head coach, is no stranger to the
GPAC, having spent his college
days at Northwestern playing
basketball for the Red Raiders. He has also coached at the
high school level for the past 13
years, with stints in Des Moines,
Chicago, and Northwest Iowa.
He is very excited about the opportunity he has at Dordt to take
over the program.
“Coach Van Soelen (previous
head coach) left things in great
shape for us,” Douma said.
“We are going to pick things up
where he left them.”
The Defenders return with
last year’s key contributors.
Michael Eekhoff and Logan
Kingma were both named to the
first-team all-conference at the

Players train for upcoming season
photos by Kelly Cooke

conclusion of last season, and
forward Brandon Oldenkamp
finished the year as the team’s
third leading scorer. Together,
they combined for 44 points per
game last season.
Douma has liked what he has
seen out of his players so far,
both from veterans and new talent. “We have a unique team
with some prominent returning

Volleyball

Men’s Soccer

Currently, Dordt is ranked
third in the GPAC and No. 24
in the national polls. To get to
Sioux City for Nationals, they
will have to win the conference
tournament, or finish the season
well enough to merit an at-large
bid to the tournament. Tournament play starts the first week of
December, and hosts 36 teams:
28 or 29 will get automatic bids
by winning their conference;
seven or eight at-large berths go
to deserving teams that did not
win their conference.

The Defenders are sitting at
the eighth spot in the conference
standings, with key matchups
ahead of them. The top eight
teams in the conference advance to the tournament, where
the winner will get an automatic
spot at Nationals. As the bottom
seed, it may be tough to make it
past the first round; they would
face the best team in the conference first. Nationals for men’s
soccer will take place this year
in Fresno, Calif., from Nov. 30
until Dec. 5.

Know the name

A look at Dordt’s young talent in athletics

Photo by Kelly Cooke

Sam Hart
Staff Writer

When the football team’s
defense takes the field, opposing offenses had better
take note of where number
23 is - he is a tough guy to
slow down.
Listed at 6’1” and 200
pounds, Matt Postmus is a
menace at linebacker for the
Dordt College football team.
Seven games into his sophomore season, he has tallied 42 tackles, 27 solos, 1.5
sacks, and he has forced three
fumbles.

“Matt helps the football
team as a leader in the way
that he works hard, is dependable, is coachable, and
is encouraging to his teammates,” said defensive coordinator Bill Bauer.
As a freshman last year,
coming from Kalamazoo
Christian High School in
Kalamazoo, Mich., Postmus
racked up 27 tackles, two of
them for losses.
This year he has become
the center for the Dordt defense, and shines in his role
there.
Off the field, Postmus stays
busy with a double-major
in Accounting and Finance.
Bauer spoke highly of his
conduct outside of football as
well.
“He works to fill his role as
a captain, a linebacker, and a
leader off the field in a way
that brings glory to the Lord
Jesus Christ,” he said.

NATIONALS:
The fall sports
seasons at Dordt
are winding down,
but teams are
gearing up to start
postseason play
and to give
their best for a shot
at Nationals.
(Compiled by Sam Hart)

Despite the fact that they are
in what may be, comparatively,
the toughest women’s basketball conference in the nation,
the Lady Defenders are not
afraid to go to war this season.
The GPAC had three of its
teams in the final four of last
season’s national tournament,
which is something that not
many conferences can say at
any level of
collegiate athletics.
The preseason rankings placed
Dordt at ninth
in the conference, but this
team is not
content with
that spot.
“We want to have a winning
record this year, and finish in
the top four in our conference,”

said Craig Stiemsma, head
coach.
The team has its top scorers
and rebounders back from last
year in guards Kate Du Mez
and Amber Soodsma and forward McKinzie Schmidt.
In a conference such as the
GPAC, every game is important. The non-conference
schedule is also very tough for
these women. Stiemsma hopes
this help them prepare for the
rigorous conference schedule.
This team
is
ready
for a challenge, and
they’ll get
just that in
the demanding season
ahead. “We
aren’t going
to be intimidated by any
team this year,” he said. “There
are going to be 50 battles, and
no nights off.”

Women’s Soccer

Cross-country

At No. 2 in the GPAC, the
Defender women’s soccer team
is in a good position to make a
run at Nationals. The Championships allow for 32 teams on
the field: 25-26 automatic berths
and 6-7 at-large bids. For these
ladies to make it to the Championships in Decatur, Ala., they
need to win the conference tournament. They have received
some votes for the national rankings, but not enough to crack the
top 25, which means that an atlarge bid is a long shot.

The top two teams from the
GPAC Championship meet on
Nov. 7 will advance to the National Tournament, along with
the top seven individual runners who are not on a qualifying team. From the women’s
team, Michelle Steiger and
Merissa Harkema hope to be
among those top seven individuals; the men’s team is
chasing conference rival Doane to qualify as a group for
the Championships in Vancouver, Wash.

Sam Hart
Staff Writer

“There are
going to be
50 battles,
and no
nights off.”

Ask an athlete

Diamond sports writer Joe Venhuizen goes the extra mile
to ask Dordt athletes the tough questions
What made you join Dordt’s learn a lot about yourcross-country team?
self. You have to push
It was something I loved in yourself, but it really
high school, so when I was pays off in the end. It
offered a scholarship, I didn’t also gives you an aphesitate to join.
preciation for the abilities God has given you.
Why do you still do it?
I enjoy cross-country and its What are you plans
challenges, but the team is the for after graduation?
main reason I love it. We have After graduation I plan
fun and encourage each other. to enter a BA to BSN
Without them I don’t think I accelerated program.
would participate.
I want to be a home
health care nurse.
What motivates you to keep
going out and keep run- Have you played any
ning?
other sports?
Our coaches are really en- I’ve done track since
couraging. They always know junior high, and socLaura Broekhuis
how to keep us motivated.
cer my freshman year
Senior, cross-country runner
of high school. I also
What would you say to un- played rec. league softball If you had to write a sixderclassmen interested in when I was in grade school, word poem about feet, what
cross-country?
but I was really awful, so they would it be?
It is a great experience. You stuck me in the outfield and “Um, I don’t really like feet.”
get to be a part of an amaz- hoped the ball wouldn’t get
ing team, but you also really hit that far.
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fine arts.

Viewers can see, “hear” alumni woodwork

One of the woodwork pieces, done by Delmar Vander Zee, on display in the Campus Center.
Photo by Annemarie Osinga.

Meghan Aardsma
Staff Writer
Listen closely as the swirling wood grain and vibrant
natural color draw you in

close enough to hear its voice.
A new gallery containing
handcrafted woodwork is now
in the Campus Center Art
Gallery. It is a compilation of
pieces created by three Dordt

Frightening Flicks
As October 31st approaches, many will be in the mood for scary
movies. Here are the top-listed movies by Entertainment Weekly,
MSN movies, and Associated Content.
*SPOILER ALERT: While none of the following reviews gives
away the ending, some may provide more detail than you care to
know before viewing the film.
1. The Shining: From the disturbed mind of Stephan King comes
Jack Torrence - played by Jack Nicholson - who is hired as a caretaker of a hotel over the winter months. Evil forces within the
hotel drive Torrance insane, causing him to turn on his family.
This film is a little slow at the beginning but works its way to an
intense level as Jack slips into insanity. The frightening aspect of
the movie is the suspense.
2. The Exorcist: Based on a novel written by William Peter Blatty,
the story centers around a girl named Regan MacNeil, daughter
of an actress Chris MacNeil. When Regan becomes unexplainably sick and all the state-of-the-art equipment fails, Chris turns to
Father Damien Karras to investigate if her daughter is possessed
by the devil. The depiction of the devil inside of the little girl is
especially terrifying, adding to the scare factor.
3. The Omen: Another film dealing with spiritual forces, this story features the end-of-time subject that fascinates many. Robert
Thorn, an American diplomat, is in Rome with his wife Katherine, who gives birth to their first child. When the doctors tell
Robert his child is stillborn, he switches his child with an abandoned child at the hospital named Damien. As Damien grows up,
unexplained events take place around him as his family realizes
he may be the Antichrist. The original version was filmed in the
mid-70’s, but there was a remake in 2006 as well. The original
film is suspenseful; the remake includes more violent content.

alumni: Jesse Hagey, Gregg
Hooyer, and Delmar Vander
Zee.
“I love how they take a piece
and how they find out what the
wood needs to say,” Herm Van

Niejenhuis, a local man visiting the gallery, said.
Each of the artists has their
own way of teaching the wood
to speak. Hagey works hard to
keep the natural integrity of
the wood and builds them to
stand against time by not using skews or nails in his work.
Hooyer emphasizes the need
for mastery of both the medium and the technique. Vander
Zee uses his skills to create
special pieces for family and
friends.
“A successful artifact is a
marriage of technique and an
ability to use design skill and
to apply it to create an object
that is well-proportioned,” art
professor Jake Van Wyk said.
“It’s the effect of a series of decisions that the artist makes.”
The gallery is open from
Oct. 16 through Nov. 14, from
8 a.m. to 10 p.m. An open
house artist reception will be
held on Oct. 29, from 5-7 p.m.

Review:

Caucasian Chalk Circle
Sarah Groneck
Staff Writer
The first thing I heard about
Bertolt Brecht’s “The Caucasian Chalk Circle” was that it
was three hours long. So, my
two friends and I armed ourselves with Wilhelmina peppermints and gum as we walked
into the New World Theatre on
Friday night. Get comfortable,
we joked. Seems like this could
be a long night.
However, once the lights
dimmed and the characters appeared onstage, we quickly
found that “Caucasian Chalk
Circle” had a captivating plot,
a series of entertaining songs,
some bawdy humor, and a lot of
heart.
The play is a story-within-astory depicting the struggle of
maidservant Grusha - played by
Kaylee Engelsman - to rescue
and claim a governor’s abandoned son during the Bolshevik
Revolution. The first ten minutes of the play were a bit confusing, but when Jason Korne-

lis’ character appeared on stage
and started to flex his storytelling muscles and show his excellent singing skills, I began to get
a better sense of what the play
would be about.
Engelsman portrayed Grusha
superbly by depicting the character’s wide range of emotions
as she went from vivacious
handmaid to doting mother. I
could really sense how much
Grusha cared for Michael during
the climactic chalk circle scene
in Act 5. Another memorable
character in the play was Matt
Wiersma’s Azdak, whose Act
4 appearance brought bawdy
jokes that shocked the audience
but kept them laughing.
I was impressed by the energy
of the minor characters as well.
From Danielle Roos’ no-nonsense mother character to Michaela Groot’s drunken monk
impersonation, all the roles kept
me entranced with the overall
plot of the play.
In the end, I thought that the
play was as high in quality as it
was long in length.

4. Jaws: Based on the best-selling novel by Peter Benchley, this
story takes place near a summer resort town called Amity Island,
a town under attack from a great white shark. Police Chief Martin
Brody is in charge of protecting the town and will stop at nothing
to kill the beast. This film is pretty suspenseful, and may keep you
out of the water for a while.
5. The Texas Chainsaw Massacre: This film’s central character
is Leatherface, a deformed, chainsaw-wielding killer born into a
family of cannibalistic psychopaths. In the gruesome film, a group
of teens stumbles upon an old house on their way to visit friends,
and they must find a way to survive before Leatherface saws his
way through the group. Both the original version from the 70’s
and the remake from 2003 are intensely frightening. The new
version contains a lot more vulgar language and graphic violence
than the original, but the scare factor is about the same.
(compiled by Lance Kooiman)
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Notes of
Inspiration
Michelle Kistler
Staff Writer
Heal my heart
and make it clean
Open up my eyes
to the things unseen
Show me how to love
like You have loved me
Break my heart
for what breaks Yours
Everything I am
for Your kingdom’s cause
As I walk from earth
into eternity
(Hosanna – Hillsong)
As I was preparing this
week, I really began to listen to this song and think
about the words in it.
I was struck as I listened;
I loved the line “Break
my heart for what breaks
Yours.” How often are
we truly broken-hearted
by sin? By the things that
break God’s heart?
As I considered it,
the concept of opening
my eyes to the “unseen
things” really made me
think. What a strange
thought.
Are we allowing God to
work in us and open our
eyes to the injustices and
sin around us?
Are we even allowing
ourselves to see the beautiful things that God has
put in our lives including
friends, families, and His
blessings?
This song has a lot of
great things to encourage
our hearts.
I encourage you to listen and use this song as a
prayer. That God would
truly heal us, clean us,
open us, show us His love,
break us, and work in us
to be more like Him.
***

Check out our wide selection of engagement rings,
wedding bands, diamond pendants, and much more!
Every Dordt College student receives a

discount of 20% off!

If you have a song
that has affected
you, I invite you to
email me and offer
your suggestions at
mchllkst@dordt.edu.
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Comic mishaps

amusements.

OVER/UNDER

by Nate Scheuers
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Your ultimate guide on how to think.

Naomi De Boer
Photographer

Dave De Wit
Columnist
The topic: sleeping
“Fake sleeping helps you fall asleep. Fake eating does absolutely
nothing.” ~Author Unknown
OVERRATED: Why is sleeping overrated? Please try to stay
awake for this.
• You sleep for one-third of your life. So if you stopped
sleeping altogether, you’d live three times as long. (I double
checked the math; it’s right.)
• If you die in your dream, you’ll die in real life. Do you really
want to take that risk every night?
• Snoring!
• You can’t eat while you’re sleeping. So if you slept all the
time, you’d starve to death.
• Sleeping is the No. 1 cause of nightmares.

Some of the best sights
of the fall.
Above:
Three of the many apples that have fallen from
the tree in President Zylstra’s yard, which is a
source of both entertainment and food for many
Dordt students.
Right:
Our photographer, Naomi
De Boer, takes full advantage of her assignment:
“This is some apple crisp
that I made from two of
Zylstra’s windfall apples.
It was very yummy, by
the way,” she said.

Have a tattoo?
If you want to be a part
of a unique art project
discussing the topic of
Christians with tattoos,
and you wouldn’t mind
showing off your ink,
contact Becky Love at
bckylv@dordt.edu.
Be a part of an advanced
digital photography
series, display your
tattoo in a personal
portrait, and recieve a
copy of your photo.

UNDERRATED: Why is sleeping underrated? Read these
aloud.
• Without sleeping, waterbeds wouldn’t have been invented.
(FYI: waterbeds are underrated, even though I rate them No.
1 out of everything in the world.)
• FACT! We can learn while we sleep. I actually learned that
fact while sleeping through my psychology class.
• What would we call Sleeping Beauty? Lying-Very-Still-OnHer-Back Beauty?
• I have sleep to thank for my boyish good looks (see picture
above for proof). Without beauty sleep, I would look rough
(see: Angora Rabbit).
• CHALLENGE! If you think sleeping is overrated, then
don’t go to sleep tonight and tell me how overrated it is in
the morning.
I conclude that sleeping is ... hmm ... this is a tough one.
Let me sleep on it.

Want to go down in Dordt history? Here are the

top ten

pranks NOT to pull,
because they have already been done:
1. Park a Volkswagen Beetle in the DeWitt Gymnasium.
2. Lay brick and mortar overnight to trap a third floor North
Hall RA in his room.
3. Construct a pyramid of tables up to the roof of the library.
4. Hack into Professor Mahaffy's email account and send out
erroneous emails.
5. Steal the gold stars from the BJ Haan organ and place them
in President Zylstra's office.
6. Chain a bike to the top of the KDCR radio tower.
7. Move the metal sculpture from the front of the Campus
Center to the top of the Rec Center.
8. Create a 25 x 8 foot mural of Calvin and Hobbes using
3200 Post-it notes.
9. Stack car tires to the top of the flag poles in front of the
Commons.
10. Lead a cow up to the third floor of East Hall (cows can’t
walk down stairs).
(Compiled by Mark Bylenga with help from Joel Schiebout)

